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Marianne Eggimann (Switzerland, 1980)
Urinating Dog, 2005 
porcelain, glass, water, silicon, artificial snow, 10 x 8 x 10 cm. 
selected by Gabi Dewald 

Can you see what I can see? It’s Marianne Eggimann’s “Urinating Dog“. I have chosen this parody of a common-or-garden snowglobe not just because it is a typical gift – fitting the bill of “just a little something I thought I’d bring you“. I have chosen it because Eggimann is at one and the same time operating and playing with several loaded concepts - with the concept of the souvenir, of the cliché, and of home. Snowglobes were often the solution to a dilemma when out on a trip somewhere: what can I take back for the people at home? Snowglobes usually depict one of the sights, landscapes, fairytale figures, etc., at the place visited. The polystyrene snow floating in the water-filled globe is intended to have heightened romantic appeal and to bring life to a rigid picture. Usually these snowglobes don’t cost very much and amazingly they tend to fascinate not only children but adults, too. But as a rule they can be classed under the category “souvenir kitsch“. 

Marianne Eggimann is a trained ceramist. Here, she works confidently with a very unusual combination of porcelain and glass, taking a tired old subject as her starting point. The glass dome is mouth-blown and therefore varies greatly in thickness, resulting in optical distortions. The landscape and the lonely animal inside it have obviously been quickly formed by hand and simplified. Nevertheless, this is still without doubt a meadow up in the mountains, a meadow on which a tree is standing and against which a dog is urinating. The forlorn location and the loneliness of the animal in the deserted landscape is emphasised by the isolation afforded by the interior of the globe with its silent snowstorm. The thick glass acts as insulation, putting the scene out of our reach and shifting the landscape and the animal far, far away from us. It is as though the situation were lost in a dream, unattainable. 

Eggimann makes use of all the ingredients found in a typical souvenir, but she liberates it from its fixed stereotypical context and, with a generous shot of anarchy and humour, she fills it with new content. The result is a unlikely gift that transports us between laughter and tears to landscapes in our own imagination. 
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